
River Runners by Angie Belcher is a level N book.  River Runners is a nonfiction 
book that includes great pictures.  Our comprehension packet includes 
vocabulary and  comprehension questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Name:________________________ 
 

River Runners by Angie Belcher (N) 
 

Chapter 1 
 
Word Bank 
horizon(p.5)  confident (4)     hull (6)  hovered (12)  scuttled(12) 
narrow (4)    desperate (7)    impact(6) outlet (4)    smug (8) 
spray (6)     edged (5)         melted(10)subsiding (11)spectators (7) 
 
Definitions 
 Bottom of the boat  Slowly changed 
 crawl quickly 

 
 Splash of water 

 Needing 
something very 
much 

 To make a face of 
a “showoff” 

 Opening  To stand over 
something 

 People who watch  When two things 
crash together 

 Quiet  Where the sky 
meets 

 Skinny 
 

  

 
1. What is the purpose for all of these kids to be at this camp? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 
2. What secret plans have been made?  Why? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 
3. What do you think will happen? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 2 
 
Word Bank 

spraysuit (17)     unmanageable (17)         detect (19) 
cockpit (21)         current (21) 
 

 
Definitions 

 The movement of 
the waters 

 Able to see 
something that’s 
sort of hidden 

 Place where a 
driver sits 

 Suit to keep you 
dry while kayaking 

 Impossible to 
control 

  

 
1. Choose one of the nicknames for a “rocky area” or “rapid area” in the river.  

Explain how it might have gotten this nickname. 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 
2. “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”  What does this mean? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

 
Chapter 3 
 
furiously- 
 
cautiously- 
 
wake- 
 
rhythmic- 
 
exhilarated- 
 
craft- 
 
fleeting- 
 
envious- 
 
surge- 



 
eddy- 
 
perspiration- 
 
rivulets- 
 

1. Describe the Pencil Sharpener. 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 
2. How do the boys feel at the end of chapter 3.  How do the girls feel? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 
Chapter 4 
 
Tsunami- 
 
“gesture of defiance”- 
 
din- 
 
rudder- 
 
protruding- 
 
eternity- 
 
emerged- 
 
vantage- 
 
converged- 
 
1. What difficulties does Toby run into? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
2. What tragedy happens?   
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
3. What do you think will happen next? 



___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 
Chapter 5 
 
navigated- 
 
exhausted- 
 
1. What does each child do to help Toby? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
2. How does it turn out? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
3. If you were the camp leader, what mixed feelings would you have? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


